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KEYNOTE SPEAKER

The next ACWR Conference will be held at
Nazarene Theological College in Brisbane
from Friday evening to Saturday evening, 12-
13 August, 2016. This year’s theme is “Wes-
leyans at Worship” and the keynote speaker
will be the Rev Emeritus Professor Robert W.
Gribben. Professor Gribben is a liturgist and
ecumenist who has published widely in the
area of worship including Uniting in Thanks-
giving: The Great Prayers of Thanksgiving of
the Uniting Church in Australia (Melbourne:
Uniting Academic Press, 2008) and the en-
try on ‘“The Uniting Church’ in the Oxford
History of Christian Worship (Oxford Univer-
sity Press, 2006). He is Chair of the Stand-
ing Committee for Ecumenical Relations of
the World Methodist Council and recently
retired as Editor of The Australian Journal of
Liturgy.




CALL FOR PAPERS

Churches in the Wesleyan tradition carry
the DNA of the Anglican Book of Common
Prayer yet have also been significantly shaped
by a revivalist impulse that rejected formal-
ity in favour of spontaneity. When John
Wesley gave an abridged Sunday Service to
American Methodists one itinerant replied,
‘Our preachers prefer to pray with their eyes
closed! Mainline Methodists and Uniting/
United churches were at the centre of ecu-
menical liturgical renewal in the twentieth
century but Wesleyan-Holiness churches
have been less enthusiastic about embracing
more formal liturgy. Some have simply ca-
pitulated to a generic Charismatic style with
little sense of their own liturgical heritage.

This Conference seeks to engage in thought-
ful theological reflection on Wesleyan wor-
ship in all its forms. The ACWR welcomes
scholarly papers from all disciplines on the
chosen theme, including theological, biblical,
historical, and social scientific approaches.
Papers from outside of the chosen theme
which fit within the interests of the ACWR
are also welcomed. Please forward an abstract
of no more than 300 words to the Secretary
of the ACWR - glenaobrien@acwr.edu.au
Post-Conference versions of the papers will
be considered for publication in the peer re-
viewed journal Aldersgate Papers.




WR FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT

MAajoR DR. DEAN SMITH - DSMITH@NTC.EDU.AU
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